The Miracle Worker by William Gibson

Act One
1. What was the doctor's diagnosis of the baby?

2. How does Helen behave with others and around the house?

3. Explain how each of the characters (Keller, Kate, James, Aunt Ev, Martha, and Percy) treat and/or feel about Helen.  What are the main emotions expressed by all the characters?

4. What was Kate's first impression of Annie Sullivan? Explain the reason for Kate's first impression.

5. What was the first word that Annie signed into Helen's hand?

6. State the philosophy behind Annie's first instructional lesson for Helen.

Act Two
1. After making Helen caress the doll and spelling "Good girl" in her hand, Annie would let Helen feel the what on her face?

2. Because of Kate's "catch our flies with honey" philosophy, what mistake did she do?

3. Which child never gave Kate a minute's worry?

4. According to Annie, what is Helen's worst handicap?

5. What emotion did Annie elicit from Helen in order to reestablish teaching her at the cabin?

Act Three
1. What, according to Annie, would bring Helen out of her eggshell?

2. What's wrong with Helen's eighteen nouns and three verbs?

3. Annie compared words to what? Why?

4. Why did Keller call Annie a tyrant?

5. What is obedience without understanding?

6.  How does Helen test her parents after returning home from the cabin? 
7. When does Helen finally understand what Annie has been trying to teach her?

8. Representing her first act of verbal communication, what word did Helen sign in her mother's hand?

9. What object did Helen surrender to Annie as a simple gesture of recognition and a symbolic token of gratitude?

